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E' e cannol jpurnay back in time. But as a

nation we seem to relish the next best

thing - re-living our recent past through

nostaigia TV. The winning formuila for

ihese programimes is simple: pick a
theme and & decade, and dig Into the archives
¥

Tapping into our passion for the past, the 50 Years

FParade offers an original and inspired twist on tha

popular TV formula. The parade’s 18 fioats and other

’ =

vahicles (from 1950s buses to modern day scooters,

ecked with 500

fram bikes o skateboards) be

r,:-r_:r*ﬂrn'u-zr:: Wil animate $La -8

ts and images in our

collectiva memory of the past five dacades

The themes of fashion, arts, lifestyle, news

and science will ba linked across the half

& will ba

century, a
separately chronicled. As the parade
makes its way down the Mall towands
Buckingham Palace the celebration
will bring the public closer 1o their
shared social and culiural nistory,
It's & celebratory journay back
through time that aims 1o surprise

and delight the crowds,’ says Hilary

Westlake, the parade direcior

Westiake, a thealre director who

specialises n large-scale sita-
specilic perlormance, has spent the
past 10 months working with a

team of researchers and designers

Togathar they have 5

d through

hundreds of books about the

10 help them

past five decac
dacide on the parade’s form

and content

‘The themes and evenls are Juxia-

posed in an entertaning way to

highlight how varied British life has

waan, whila gl the sama |

me racing

some of its changes,” says Westiake, >






Think how TV, telephones and teenagers have changed - and yet
remained fundamentally unchanged - over the years ‘TV is a good
case in point. For The Queen's coronalion in 1952 a whole street might
have gathered around ong box set; these days people even have TVs
in their car,

It showld appeal 10 people who have lived through the times as much
a5 it does (o those who havent,” adds Westiake

The Queen's Golden Jubilee Weekend Trust, which Is organising the
parade, is keeping the axact content of tha floats undar wraps, but
warns people 1o expect the unexpected. One scenario links the
musical My Fair Lady with Royal Ascot - a reference 1o a much-loved
scena from the lormer, But no doubt all will be revealed on the day

The parade passes by the crowds at 2mph, offering a prime viewing
time of about 15 to 20 seconds. This time limit has proved 1o be quite a

v

challenging factor for Westlake who is more used to setting i o
up permanent Instaltations. —
'‘Becausa the parade is mobile each float has to offer
a clear and evocativa piciure of the era its
portraying. | have three audiences in
. mind: the people an the Mall, TV
viewers and The Queen. For the
first it's important that the parform-

ances ara slaged gl a nelghl al

which everyone can seg.’ There is

ni a specilic regal theme to the

50 Years Parade, but Tha Quean

will have a choice position from
which to view the proceaedings on

the alterncan of June 4, whare

other parades will include

celebrations of the

Commonwealth and Services to »




lcons of the century: The Queen, with one of her corgis,
photographed in 1962, Facing page: Clitf Richard, Joan
Collins, Blue Poter, the Slinky, Rubik's fiendish cube
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Making an impact: England's World Cup victory in 1966
will be featured, as will the humble, but vital, telephone
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The CQuean, Her Majasty The Queen will be seated in a specially construcied
royal box in front of the Victoria Memonal looking down the Mall towards
Agrmiralty arch

Trying fo encapsulate 50 years of British history in 20 minutes has been a big
challenge,” says producer Helen Marnage, who began production work on tha
parade last summer

The largee-than-life parade is one of the bigoest projects that Marriaoe has
worked on. The scalg is pretty impressive. This is nol a normal carnival, the
lioats are huge and designed in a very funny and imaginative way

We wanled the parade to be a changing panorama of the peopla’s history

Aaking the editonal choices was inte

esting whan you have a whole bunch ol
icans to choose from each decade. |t came down (o an arlislic cholee about
wheather it looked and felt right

Farade designer Jonathan Park has just thal job. Fark is no stiranger 1o

slaging spectacular shows. Whike he was worlang as an archifect in 1977 ha
recevad a call out of the blue asking him 1o create an inflatable family for Fink

Floyd's Anmals tour of the US. He has since designed some of the most > (pG0)



on parade

‘ n eclectic selection of classic gntish
cars trom the past 50 years - ranging
fram the very 1ast and beautiful to the

beautiully plan and functional,” 1s how grganser

Major George Douglas describes the varigty of

charished motor cars thal will accompany the

parade of lloats. Ranging from an Aston Martin
Vanquish toa Ford Capri, Irom a Bentley
Continental to a Reliant Robin threa-wheelar, thay
will all b2 there

The 1950s was a revolutionary ara for Britist
automotive engineering, as many af the talented
designers and engineers previously imvolved with
military applications during Warld War |l applied
their expeartise 1o our car induslry

Fighter-bomber manufacturer Bristol, for example,
diverted its post-war production surplus into tha
manufacture of luxury GT cars. Bristol's car firm
still exists loday (its agronautical parent subse-
guently absorbed by British Agrospace) and will
launch an innovative 200mph two-saater, [he

Fighter. later this year. Jaguar and Aslton Martin's

Driving past...

Alvis

TO21

Aston Martin

DB2/4; DBa; DBS; DBY
and V12 Vanguish
Austin

Somerset: A110:
Westminster and Matro
Austin-Healey
Frog-Eve Sprite; 3000
Bentley

R-Type Cuntlnamm._s-erie-s 1

Continental R

Bristol

403

Daimler

SP250 ('Dart’)

Ford

Popular;, Angla; Consul
Cortina MK | Caprl and
Granpda

Jaguar

KEAS0; ME X Mk (1
E-type: XJS; XKE;

S-type (current) and X-type
Jensen

541 and Interceptor Mk 1l
Land Rover

Saries-1 (ragtop): Range
Rover Series-2 and Series-3
Lotus

Elan Senes 3, 340

MG

TO: A Magnette; C; 1100;
BGT, ZTT and TF (current)
Morgan

Plus-8

Muorris

Minor 1000, convartibla,
estate and GPO van; Mini
Minor and Cooper-5
Reliant

Scimitar GTC and Robin
Rolls-Royce

Sihver Seraph

Rover

3-litre; PG and SO
Standard

Eight and Vanguard
Sunbeam

Tiger

Triumph

Mayfiower; TR2; TRS;
Herald; Spitfire; Stag, TRT,
Dolomite Sprint

TVR

Cerbera, Tuscan
Vauxhall

Cresia

fortunes also flourished during the 1850s, on
the road and the racetrack. Jaguar won the Le
Mans 24 Hours in 1951, 1953, 1955, 1956

and 1857, while Aston Marlin scored a one-
two finish in 1958

Examples of less costly 1950s two-seaters are
the Triumph TRZ and MGA, both of which
caused quile a stir when launched. The public
was morna familiar with designs carried-over
from the 19305 so the llowing body-styles of
this new breed were a radical departure.

Of courss, 19508 Britain was nol only famous
for its sparts cars. Don'l forget saloons such as
the Maorris Minor, Triumph Mayflower and Rover
Pd-series. The ariginal Mini arrived in 1859,
wilth a groundbreaking design thal conse-
guently registeraed over five million sales and
was voted Car of the Century In 1996, Sadly,
many familiar margques, such as Triumph,

sunbeam and Armstrong-siddeley, have either
bean swallowed by glanis such as General
Maolors or gone 1o the greal breaker’s yard in
the sky. Yet, AC, Morgan and TVR are quietly
thriving, Jensen has made a recent raturmn,
while MG-Rover produces a spirited range of
cars. And during the past 12 months we have
seen cutting-adge hi-tech in the form of Aston
Martin's V12 Vanquish and Land Rover's new
Range Rover, both widely acclaimed
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TV classics: shows such as
Only Fools and Horses, Z-Cars
and Goronation Streef have
all made an impacl. Floats
will also recall the popular
foods of past decades (above)

memorable sets for events including tha
Rolling Stonés’ Voodoo Launge world 1oud
and Melson Manaelas 70th rthday Inbute
Will he ba bringing his rock and rol
padigres 1o the F—'*'-”'ﬂ':l':-' tles ;_‘”.','

Yes, If 15 big, bold and colouriul ke my

rock and roll sats, but it s also much moms

than that. It is a moving sares o

n & Qranc mannear thal will wiow on

For Park, who relishes working an & l&rgs
seaie, ihe challer Qe has bean ore

three-dmensional pICiure whose message

can ba raad in detali within tha st
that the lical takes (0 pass the crowds. The
parade 15 exuberant and bnght lke a
carmival fioat, but the content is larger, more
ively and informative. Specialors will be
abla to peak into the living rooms of the
past and watch the periormers interact with
INng 2815

Perlormers have been drawn fom acioss
} GO g o -,|'._;|- e ohlcren 16
aclogenarians.

Maturally, thare isa limit o what v can fil
anio the back of a semi-articulatad truck
and Park will ba taking his designs (o thair
limits — 441t long and 25ft hegh. On this
scale spactators should have no problem
seaing the parade and nor should its
premer guast. A lot of thought has gone

into how the paradsa will approgach The

Clueen as it moves down tha Mal

fried to drass up and disguise The cabs ol

0 present an intrigueng piciure

from the front, than as the floats turn at the

ictoria Memonal stalue The Oueen will ses

he broadar tablead ol the WEAMS

Far childran who wondar about their grand
reviaw some of the vital moments of their
own g, what betlar way of celebraling

landmark avenls of our shared history than

by enjoving an occasion as sianificant as

The Clusan's Golden Jubklees, According o

Park, it will knock spots off nostaigia TV



